CROSSING THE RIVER

Four people are on one side of a rickety bridge on a dark night. The bridge is only strong enough to support 2 people at a time. It is also necessary for the people crossing the bridge to carry a flashlight to guide their way. There is only one flashlight and it can only shine a few feet. The flashlight cannot be thrown because of the danger of it dropping and breaking. Alice can cross the bridge in 1 minute, Ben in 2 minutes, Caroline in 5 minutes, and Dan in 10 minutes. They must cross the bridge now.

The goal is to get all 4 people across the bridge in the minimum amount of time. 


Come up with a plan. Use the space below to draw pictures and get the correct answer.

